The Library of Congress” 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


fo a 4 “ 
as ip fe E 
DOCUMENTS 
° t wee: 
pa 
FROM 


THE HEADS OF DEPARMENTS, 


r 
i 


~~ "BUBMITTED TO CONGESS 
ny | 
THE PRESIDENT. 


BY ORDER OF CONGRESI. 


& 


HOUSTON 
j 1838. 


ot wae 


mma 


seen to 


memo 


t 


AELEGRAPH PU WER 1KEaso. 


500: 


ts 


= un e 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 


RELATIVE TO PUBLIC PRINTING. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, = 
City of Houston, Nov. 5, 1838. 


To rue Presipenr or THE Repusric or Texas: 


Sir—I have the honor to lay before your Excellency the 
following report on printing, and other subjects conhected with 
the Department of State. 

Owing to the absence, until recently, of necessary printing 
facilities, a knowledge of the enactments of Congress, and the 
different dehberative bodies which have sat in Texas, has been 
confined to those who have asked access to the records of the 
Department of State. 

This having been the case, I have urged forward the pub- 
lic printing with all the despatch circumstances would allow ;— 
and I now have the pleasure to state, that within the next month 
‘all the pnnung which was ordered by Congress will be com- 

leted. 
Á The establishment of a new press, and the competition which 
it induced, has greatly abridged the time which would, under” 
-other cireumstances, have been required to complete the publi- 
cation, and has, in a like ratio, reduced the expense to the go- 


vernment. a7 
Both presses have been employed, and the compensation 


computed according to the proposition of J. W. J. Niles & Co., 
made to Congress on the 10th May, 1838. 

This establishment claims the right under, that proposition 
to make an extra charge for paper; upon which subject, printers’ 
of this city, to whom the proposition was referred for interpreta- 
tion, differ in construction. 


« 
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The Telegraph has promptly executed the work given to it 
and reduced the charges, without refeienee to paper, considering 
that when a printer proposes to print a work in distinet terms, 
without conditions, that paper is, of course, necessary, and there- 
fore included, 

In order to settle this question, I forwarded the proposition 
to our Consul at New-Orleans; requesting him to submit it to ca- 
pable and practical printers, and inform me without delay, 
what should be considered its literal and proper bearing ; whose 
reply I received yesterday, (document A, herewith transmitted,) 
which shows conclusively that such a charge cannot be justly 
claimed. : 

With regard to the translation of the laws of Coahuila and 
. Texas, some difficulty and consequent delay occurred mn the pro- 
curement of a suitable translator, who would incur the respon- 
sibility, and devote his entire attention to the subject until its 
completion. Tfinally engaged Doctor John P. Kimball, who 
has labored diligently during the last summer, in translating 
them, which he has completed, and is now superintending their 
publication. 

The work will be an octavo volume, printed in Spanish and 
English, comprising about 300 pages, and will issue from the 
press during the present month. 

The following statement shews the expense which has been 
incurred for printing since my last report on this subject. 

An account of bills audited for printing Laws and Journals 
i since last Report to Congress: 
‘Two thousand copies laws of Congress, spring session of 1838, 
sixty-two pages, stitching, folding, and extra charge of $175 


for paper included, - - - - - - - - - - § 999 50 
Five hundred copies Journals of the Senate, one hun- 

dred and forty-four pages, - ~ - - - - - ~ 540 00 
Stitching and folding the same, - - -~ - 75 00 


Two thousand copies Ordinances and Decrees of the 
Consultation, Convention, and Provisional Govern- 


thent, one hundred and fifty-six pages, - - - - 1775 00 
Stitching the same, - - - - > - -~ - - 275 00 
Printing 500 copies Journal of House of Representa- 

tives, second session, first Congress, 19 forms, - 570 00 
Sutching the same, + - + = - - > - . - - 187 50 
Journal of the Senate, 500 copies, 7 forms, .- - - 210 00 
Stitching the same, ~ - 93 75 


Five hundred copies Journals of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, first Congress, first session, - ~ + -~ 1140 00 
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Stitching ths same, + + - - - = 2 - >,- + 187 BO 
Five hundred copies Journal of House of Representa- . 

tives, 23 forms, - - - - - - - - - - - 69000 
- Folding and stitching the same,» « - - - + - 125 00 


$6,868 25 


The publications in the above statement have been, and are 
now being forwarded with as little delay as possible to the civil” 
officers òf the Governmanit. wet 

I would beg leave again to suggest, as I had the honor to do 
in a former report, the propriety of an enactment of Congress es- 
tablishing a bureau of “Patents and Copy-Rights.” 

~- Alb liberal governments have made some provision granting 
certain privileges to individuals whose writings, inventions or 
discoverics, have tended to promote useful purposes. Frequent 
applications have been made td the department tor privileges of 
this kind; but there being no law on the subject, nothing could 
be done relative thereto.“ 

The contingent expenses of our legations still remain un- 
provided for: and it would seem just that some allowance should. 
be authorized by law, enabling our diplomatic agents to buy the 
necessary books, paper, pay postages, etc., without being compel- 
led, as they are now, to defray suth expenses from their private 
resources. Their salaries ate less than those of any other gov- 
ernment. 

The annual contingent allowances of the legations of the 
United States vary from five hundred to two thousand dollars. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and consideration, 

i Your obedlent servant, 
R. A. IRION, 
Secretary of State. 


[DOCUMENT A] 
ConsuLaTs OF TEXAS, 
New-Orleans, November 1, 1838, 

Sig—lam in receipt of Joseph C. Eldnnge’s favor of the 
12th ult., melosmg a copy of a contract made for printing, and 
requesting my attention, having for its object to ascertain if it is 
customary in this place to charge extra for paper, under a simi- 
lar contract. 

I herewith enclose a certificate of three of our first printers, 
which I hope will prove satisfactory. 

I have asked the opinion of several others, who all agree, 
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that in such a contract, no cee would be made for paper, as it 
implies that it is to be furnished by the printer, free of charge. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS TOBY. 
Hon. R. A. Irion, Sec'y of State, Houston. 


At the request of Thomas Toby, Consul of Texas, whether 
under a contract for printing (such as the copy of the one here- 
with annexed,) an extra charge would be made for paper, we ex- 
plicitely state that it is not the custom or usage here; and am all 
contracts of a similar nature, it is. perfectly understood that the 
paper is to be furnished by the printer, free of charge, if not othez- 
wise expressed. BENJAMIN LEVY, 

E. JOHNS & CO,, 
JOHN GIBSON. 
New-Orleans, October 30, 1838. 


PROPOSITION. 
We will contract for printing on the following terms : * 
For first 250 copies of S pages, - - - - - - - - $20 06 
Each succeeding 250 copies from same form, - - - 10 00 


Or we will print 2000 copies of a work of two hundred pages 
each, to be neatly executed on entire new type, and well dry 
pressed, for the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars, $1 25 per 
copy. f 
All plain job work on foolscap, one page, {or first 250 copies, $10 
Each succeeding 250 copies, from same form, - - - - 5 
Rule and figure work, first 250 copies, one page cap, - - 12 
Each succeeding 250 copies, from same form, - - - - 

NILES & CO. 


REPORT 


OF THE 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
a 
Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Houston, October 30, 1838. 


To His ExceLLENCy Sam. Houston, 

President of the Republic of Texas; 

Sir :—Since the last report of the business and condition of 
this department, there 1s not much to communicate, in conse- 
quence of.the act of congress, making an appropriation of two 
hundred and eighty thousand dollars for naval purposes not 
having yet been carried into effect. 

Whe officers and men attached to the navy, were disbanded, 
agreeably to your Excellency’s orders, retaining the number 
specified. Shortly after, it was deemed by Captam Taylor, 
absolutely requisite to recruit fifteen marines, for the protection 
of the pubhe property at the navy yard, at Galveston; there 
‘being a number of arms, and a large quantity of powder de- 
posited there. Accordingly, Colonel Hockley, acting secretary 
of the navy, during my leave of absence, gave an order to that 
effect, which has been executed. During the same period, ten 

, seamen were shipped for the Potomac, and an acting purser and, 
midshipman appointed. A list of the officers engaged m the 
service is appended, marked “Document A.” 

‘I would here suggest the propriety of a law giving to the 
disbanded officers three months’ pay ; it is considered as a sheer 
act of justice towards those gallant officere, most of whom have 
so bravely contended with the enemy, many suffering in the 
enemy’s prison, after capture, for several months; and all sud- 
denly thrown upon the world, the pursuits of whuch are. so 
widely different to what they have been accustomed, as to render 
them almost unfit and incompetent to engage in them. Besides, 
it is only folowing in the footsteps of the government of the. 
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United States, whose laws and regulations relative to the navy, 
we have, in almost every other respect, imitated or adopted. 

1 will merely advert to the failure of the negociation for the 
purchase of the steam ship Pulaski, (authorized by congress,) 
caused by the refusal of her owners to deliver her at Galveston, 
as our ports were declared to be blockaded by the enemy, and 
were reported to be under actual blockade. "The community 
know her lamentable and disastrous fate. 

Letters have recently been received at this department from 
Samuel M. Wilhams, Esq., who was appointed navy agent, in 
the piace of the lamented P. W. Grayson, Esq. He has executed 
and returned his bond. He informs, under date at Baltimore, that 
he will use every exertion to procure and send out as speedily 
as possible, a first rate schooner, to serve as a revenue cutter. 
Until a loan shall be effected, Ido not suppose that any thing 
furcher, of interest, can reasonably be expected from that quarter. 

I have revised the laws relative to the navy, and the modi- 
fications and deficiencies that appeared to be requisite, have put 
in the form of acts of congress, with the intention of submitting 
them to congress in that shape, for their action. 

In making a report, it is impossible to avoid the notice of 
subjects deemed of vital mportance to the protection and welfare 
ofour country, and its commerce, which have been urged upon 
the attention of the preceding congress, and on which there has 
been no action. 

The -survey of the coast and harbors is of such importance, 
that 1t has not only engaged the unremitted attention of the 
present head of this department, bnt also that of his predecessor ; 
and every endeavor has been made to produce a consummation 
so devoutly to be wished. 

A nation, youthful and robust as ours, with such extent of 
sea-board, and difficult entrance into her harbors, should ungues- 
tionably possess and diftuse that knowledge, which would tend 
to give security to vessels, and insure safety to their passengers 
and cargoes. There is very httle accurate information acquired 
as rerards the channels to our sea-ports; the charts now pub- 
lised, are more calculated to deceive than guide a vessel 
correctly; and when the trifling expense is taken into consider- 
ation and contrasted with the benefits complete charts would 
bestow, it 1s fondly hoped that congress will not hesitate to order 
the survey. Besides, we have now scientific engineers in the 
country, of great capacity, anxious to tindertake the work, but 
who have been idle for some time, for want of a small appro- 
pretion towards that object. A memorial has recently been 
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received by the department, signed by the principal citizetis öf 
Matagorda, requesting a survey of Matagorda Bay, and that 
buoys may. be anchored along the channel, to direct the mari- 
tier. I have respectfully replied to the memorialists, that, as 
congress at the last session Lad refused a small appropriation 
to be applied to a survey of our coast and harbors, it wus im: 
possible to comply with their request, 
That seamen are entitled to bounty land, has been repeat- 

edly urged; and this department is so thoroughly convinced 
of the justice and poliey of the metstire; that it cahhot cease to 
recommend it. Certificates were made out and delivered to some, 
‘when your Excellency prohilited a further issue until the 
opinion of the attorney general was obtaitied upon its legality + 
that opinion was plain and positive, that under the laws of this 
republic, the sailor was equally entitled to bounty lands with 
the soldier. I have not been able to ascertain why certificates 
were not continued to be granted, after the first law officer of the 
republic was so decidedly in favor of it; but presume that your 
Excellency must have had doubts upon the subject, and re- 
quired the sanction of congress. ‘The opinion of the attorney 
general in the United States, is always the rule of action of her 
government, and has great weight with her citizens. I am 
aware that it has been urged by some, that the sailor’s receiving 
prize money, is equivalent to the soldier's receipt of bounty land ; 
this is a fallacious idea; for the sailors of this republic have not 
received that boon but in one instance, the portion of each not 
amounting to more than seven dollars and severity-six cents. 

Another reason for urging this matter so strenuously and re- 
peatedly, 1s, the conviction, derived from information to be relied. 
upon, that the promise of bounty land was made to the seamen, 
as an inducement to enlist; and as some have received it, the 
propriety of placing all upon the same footing, is palpable. Jm- 
dependent of these considerations, the undaunted prowess and 
superior skill they have always exhibited whenever they have 
met the enemy, entitles them to a natio.’s gratitude, and would 
not be over compensated by a trifling grant of Jand, of little im- 
portance to Texas, but of considerable valne to the individual, 
Those who have served on board our pub'ic vessels of war, are 
bnt few in number, and the greater portion of them being lands- 
men, would become settlers m the country, and make valuable 
citizens, I will here remark, that the observations induced by 
this subject, are notrintended for the purp7s? of obtaining a law 
to govern the future, but merely to soheit the sanction of con- 
gress to continue the bestowment of boun'y ‘and, that every tar 
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who has served Texas may receive his just due. Itis, therefore, 
sincerely to'be hoped, that these views will meet your Excellen- 
cy’s approbation, and the favorable action of the honorable the 
congress, 

Another subject heretofore communicated, is the purchase of 
the brig Potomac. As the head of this department, I considered 
the country i a very exposed and hazardous situation, after the 
destruction of het public vessels at Galveston ; one being wreck- 
ed in coming into port, and the other destroyed by the October 
gale of 1837. I consequently proceeded to Galveston, to 1epair 
the loss, by the purchase of other vessels, in the full confidence 
that my acts would be approved by congress, and receiving the 
opinions of some of the officers of the navy, upon whose judg- 
ment I could rely, in favor of the purchase of the bng Potomac; 
I made an agreement with Captain L. M. Hitchcock, the owner, 
to pay eight thousand dollars for her. This agreement was 
drawn out in writing, but never signed; and the vessel was de- 
livered, and her conversion into a man-of-wai nearly completed ; 
but all further work upon her was suspended, in consequence of 
there being no appiopniation provided for that purpose. Your 
Excellency will no doubt recollect, that upon my return from 
Galveston, upon due consideration, you did not think that you 
had the authority to sanction the purchase, but required the pre- 
vious action of congress. An appropriation of eight thousand 
dollars to pay for this vessel, 1s respectfully solicited, as I feel, as 
the head of this department, under considerabie embarrassment, 
in not having those engagements fulfilled, which were made in 
good faith, for the sole benefit of the country, in a time of gieat 
peril ; and were the only means, within reach, to afford relief. 

The necessity of a naval force has been an unceasing theme of 
this department ; and congress has concurred in the opmion, by 
making an appropriation of $280,000 to build and fit out vessels 
of war for the service. The loan from which this fund was to 
be diawn, has not been effected, and I would respectfully sug- 
gest the propriety of resorting to resources within the republic, 
for this all-important object. We cannot expect to be considered 
in the light of a nation, possessing, as we do, such an extent of 
sea-hard, and so exposed, without having a navy to protect it 
and its harbors, Besides, even in point of correct calculation, 
we should undoubtedly be gainers. The security afforded to 
the emigrant, and to the importer of those commodities necessary 
for our supply and comfort, would cause a greater influx of pop- 
ulation to the country, and thereby add materially to our strength; 
while the duties on imports would eventually be increased, as to 
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leave but a small amount to be charged against ¢xperiditures fot 
the navy. . 

Now this isthe golden time to prepare ; so opportune that itean- 
not but remind. us of the continued protection of that Providence 
that hovered over our heroes at San Jacinto, and smiled at and 
approved their glorious conquest. Should congress furmsh tan- 
gible means, we can have an ample and efficient fleet fitted out 
by the time the army are feleased from their present thraldom. 

Should a navy be established, ıt will become necessary to 
create a fund for the recruiting of seamen. That class of the 
community ın the United States have been accustomed to receive 
an advance of pay upon enlisting, and it 1s considered to be a 
strong inducement for them to enter the service ; and as they are 
chiefy from our mother country, they naturally look for that ad- 
vance here. Many have heretofore objected to join the service, 
for the single reason of their not receiving pay m advance, at the 
time of shipping. The adoption by congress, of such measures 
as will. insure the punctual payment of wages to seamen, at the 
expiration of their term of service, is also respectfully recom- 
mended. Such a provision would induce them to re-enlist, and 
place the navy upon a solid basis. An appropriation of ten 
thousand dollars is deemed sufficient at the present period, for 
both.these purposes. 

The want of funds being placed at the disposal of this depart- 
ment, has caused the expenditure for provisions and other neces- 
sary articles, to be double what it otherwise would have been, 
in consequence of the necessity to resort to credit in purchasing 
supplies, which could only be obtained here, where the price Fa 
ship stores is enormous. It is, therefore, respectfully recori- 
mended, that some other system of purchase be adopted, than the 
one to which the department is at present obliged to resort to— 
Should congress create a fund for this pnrpose, that can be drawn 
upon with certainty, the evil will be remedied, and the same me- 
thod pursued as that adopted by the United States, by advertis- 
ing the supplies required, and inviting sealed proposals to be | 
made and forwarded to the department by a certain day, on which 
they are to be opened, when the lowest bidder takes the contract, 

No law exists to authorize the purchase of sites for navy yards ; 
the improvement of those sites, ör the regulation of them when 
established. It is considered by this department as a matter of 
convenience and economy, that they should be established and 
tegulated by law. What was deemed requisite upon this sub- 
ject has been drawn up in the form of acts of congress, with a 
view to save the naval committees that may be appointed at the 
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approaching session of congress, as much labor as was within my 
Wer. 
Pia submitting this report for your Excellency’s consideration 
and approval, together with the honorable the congress, I trust 
that every allowance will be made for its deficiency. 'Trammel- 
led as we have been for want of adequate resources, the informa- 
tion to be derived must necessarily be limited; and itis deeply 
to be regretted that circumstances should exist so embarrassing 
in their charaater, as to render it impossible to affordthat prompt 
and efficient protection to the country which our situation so 1m- 
periously demands, and which is so loudly called for from this 
branch of the public service. But, few as our deeds have been, 
as an arm of national defence in the protection of the liberties of 
the country, as a public officer, I have endeavored faithfully to 
perform my duty. 
With great respect, 


WM. M. SHEPHERD, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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DEPARTMENT OF WAR, 
City of Houston, Oct. 31, 1838.) 
To His ExceLLency SAM HOUSTON, 
President of the Republic of Texas; 

Sir :—I have the honor to submit the following report from 
this Department, for the consideration of your Excellency. 

The numerous and varied claims for lands due to dischar- 
ged soldiers, has occupied almost exclusively the attention of the 
| Department; and the adoption of some rules for its guidance, 
has met with much recrimination; but unquestionably has re- 
Sulted in the correction of frauds attempted upon the govern- 
ment. In consequence of the defect in the laws regulating boun- 
ty lands, the soldier in many instances has claimed the amount 
twice, say for six months or two terms of service, that is, af en- 
listed for a definite period, he obtains his discharge and receives 
his land, and by re-enlisting for another period, claims the same 
amount again, This surely could not have been the intention 
of the law. Numerous applications have been made for land, 
claimed by persons who have lost, or alledged that their dis- 
charges have been lost. In sonie instances the fact of such loss 
has been fully proven, but the rule of not issuing has been ad- 
hered to in all instances, and the applicant referred to Congress 
for relief zMany attempts however, will undoubtedly be made to 
impose upon them—as certificates are readily obtained or forged. 
In one instance, a deserter had the effrontery to present his claim, 
accompanied with certificates that he had obtained and lost his 
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I would call the. attention of your Excellency to ancther 
objectionable clause in the land law: the soldier is requned to 
produce an honorable discharge before the Land Commissioners, 
before he can obtain his head-nght, or the land to which he is 
entitied for services—thus he who continues faithfully m the 
service of his country, is deprived of his land, and the discharg- 
ed soldier procures it. 

By the accompanying documents, marked A and B, your 
Excellency will find 34,170 acres of doration land has been is- 
sued to those who participated in the battle of San Jacinto—to 
thase who topk part in the surrende: of Bexar, that 1s to say who 
entered the town—and to the heirs of those who fell with Colo- 
nel Fannin and at the Alamo, up to the 29th September ult.— 
Statement B shows 2,990,000 acres of bounty land issued up to, 
the 15th October inst. Statement C shows the amount of $73,- 
679 71 of military claims passed the first Auditor from 21st, 
May to the 26th of September inclusive, and statement D shows| 
the whole amount passed that officer of $1,426,895 81. 

The appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars made by 
Congress for the use of the Ordnance Department and the pur- 
chase of provisions, has been expended freely for other depart- 
ments. The statements herewith (during the administration of 
my predecessor,) and marked E, will show'one item of $3,512 
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80 to the Surgeon Genéral’s department, another to the Indi 
Bureau of $774 10—Quarter Master’s department $9,040 64,— 
an advance to H. M’Leod of $500, and sundry other charges, 
making nearly $13,000 ; this, with the necessary expenses of the 
armory, leaves only a balance of $902 21 to the credit of the ap 
propriation in the hands of the Treasurer. “This is much to be 
Tegretted,'as the Armory is now in a fine state of action, and th 
workmen employed have been closely inspected by the officers 
of the Ordnance Department, and much improvement will b 
found in the work, ın the economy of the armory, and the ce 
lerity of its execution. As a proof of which, the old muskets ta 
ken from the enemy at San Jacinto, and considered almost use 
less, are now put in complete order for use, at a cost of less th 
three dollars each ; the workmen, however, are poor and requir 
their wages monthly, or they cannot support their families. 
would, therefore, respectfully call the attention of your Excel 
lency to this department. "The Colonel of Ordnance has propo 
sed, that the workmen should te regularly enlisted, as in th 
service of the United States, and his recent mdisposition only 
prevented its completion. —* | 
The report of Captain S. W. Jordan, acting Captain of E 


_ annce, marked F, will show 300 muskets at this post, includin 
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those issued to the troops here; thirty-five at Galveston, and 653 
at Post Bernard, the latter out of order; 144 kegs powder in the 
arsenal here—3,603 pounds of powder, and 3,500 pounds pig 
lead and 1,672 pounds bar lead, in all 5,172 pounds of lead, or- 
dered to Matagorda by the late Secretary of War. The artillery 


| and appointments at Galveston are also reported in full; two 


pieces are at this post and one, by order of your Exceilency, sent 
to Bastrop, and one near Live Oak Point, with 50 muskets and 
15 kegs of powder in charge of the Collector, during the last 
summer. > 

The arms, ete., which it was supposed would be sold by 
the government of the United States, at New-Orleans, upon the 
arrival of the volunteers from Florida, were unexpectedly sent, a 
part of them to the depot at Baton Rouge, and a part to Natchez; 
they are sold only for cash by a regulation of the Ordnance De- 
partment, from which that government now will not swerve. 

In obedience to the orders of your Excellency, a recruiting 
rendezvous was opened at this post, at Galveston, and at Mata- 
gorda; the a¢companying document, marked G, will show the 


| number recruited at each place—three of-which have been dis- 


charged under the certificate of the Surgeon General. These 
men have been recruited without bounty, except trifling sums, 
say from five” to~eight- dollars, furnished by this department.— 
The statement attached to this document will show the actual 
force in the service of the Republic. 

Upon the receipt of the orders above referred to, I ceased 
granting discharges, and by express, suggested to your Eixcel- 
lency the propriety of recalling the soldiers on furlough by pro- 
clamation, and making a selection from them for the force re- 
quired. ‘These letters were lost or purloined, and I beg leave 
again respectfully to repeat the suggestion. The officers on fur- 
lough, by a general order from this department, have been re- 
quired io report for duty. 

Documents H and I exhibit a list of officers of the army, 
and those on duty in the Department of War. The report of the 
Quarter Master General is marked K, and exhibits a correct 
view of that department. The amalgamation of that department 
with that of the Commissary General, causes confusion in both. 
This 1s shown in the previous reports of the late Quarter Master 
General, they are not yet clearly made out, and it 1s doubtful 
whether they can be. do 

The purchase of horses and accoutrements for the contem- - 
plated corps of cavalry, is all important, and no doubt will re- 
“rive the attention of your Excellency, which it merits, 
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The report of the Surgeon General of the army, marked L, 
exhibits it in a healthful state, and that bureau in proper order 
and discipline ; it contains a suggestion for promotion in one in- 
Stance, which appears to be proper and necessary, and his pro- 
gression in a system for the regulation of that department, long 
needed. 

The superintandant of Indian Affairs has been unable, as 
yet, to make his report to thus department; it will however be 
handed to your Excellency as soon as it can be prepared, 

All of which is most respectfully submitted by 

Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
GEO. W. HOCKLEY, 
Secretary of War. 


[DOCUMENT A] 


Donation Land issued as follows : 


San Jacinto, - - - - - - - - - - - 358 
Fannip's command, - - - - -.- - - - 38 
Alamo, - - - ----*7---*-7 - 13 
Surrender of Bexar, 1835, - - - - - - - 128 


Total, - - - 534 
Number of acres, 640 each, 341,760. 
Sir—The above ıs a correct account taken from the re- 
cord of the department, up to the 29th September inst. 
Department of War, September 29, 1838, 
. CHAS. MASON, Chief Clerk. 
To Hon. G. W. Hocxuery, Sec'y of War. 


[B.] 
Number of Bounty Land Claims issued up to 1st Oct, 1838. 


Class. Number. Amount. 
320 1645 . 526,400 
480 133 63,840 - 
640 783. 501,120 
800 54 43,200 
969 245 ` 235,200 
1280 1120 1433,600 
1920 92 . 186,640 


- Total, 2,990,000 acres. 


— 


[ C. 
From 25th May to 26th cppomber, 1838, (inclusive,) 
Military claims, - - ~- - - - - $73,079 TL 


| 
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- [ D. 
Military claims audited by 1d Auditor, $1,426,895 81. 


E. 
No: 1 
The following Statement exhibits the state of the appropria- 


tion of twenty-five thousand dollars for the purchase of pro- 
visions and munitions of war, on the 4th day of June, 1838. 


Jan’y 10, To amount of appropriation, - = $25,000 00 | 
June 4, By amount expended for Ordnance 
Department, -  - = $8,072 64 


“ By am’t expended for provisions, 1,170 16 


« Amount under the appropriation, $4,242 80 
t By amount expended for Surgeon 


General’s Department, - 3,512 80 
“ By amount expended for Indian 
Bureau, - - 774 10 


u By amount expended for contin- 

gent expenses, -. - - 153 50 
« By amount expended for appropri- 

ation to pay military, - - 854 75 
« By amount expended for appropri- 

ation to equip corps of cavalry, 410 00 
“ By amount expended for Quarter 
Master’s Department, - - 9,279 64. 
“ By amount advanced H. M’Leod, 500 00 
«“ By amount expended for sundry. 


Hy 


drafts, - ~- - ~ 810 84 
« By amount of cash on hand, 4,461 57 
Dollars—25,000 00 ~ 
1838 —— 
June 4th, Amount on hand this date, .  - - $4,461 57 
City of Houston, October 10th, 1838. 


ERAS STAN eine ATCT RTT TEES 


No. 2. 

The following statement exhibits the state of the appropriation 
of twenty-five thousand dollars for the purchase of provi- 
sions and munitions of war, on the 27th day of Sept. 1938. 
June 4, To amount on hand as per account No, 1,. $4,461 57 
“ To amount paid by sundry persons, per 


Treasury report, - - 627 00 


mm meça 


Qe $5,088 5y 
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Sept. 27, By amount expended for Ord» 


nance Department, ~ $3,338 50 
By amount expended for appro- 
priation for raising corps of ca- 


valry, 169 00 
By auant expended for Quar- w 
ter Master’s Department, - 388 00 
By amount expended lor contin- 

gent expenses, 128 00 
By am’nt « expended to é A. New- 

lands, - 36 00 
By amount expended to Wm. G. 

Cooke, - 126 86° 


By amount cash on hand, - 902 21—$5,088 57 


Amount on hand, - Dollars—902 21 


City of Houston, October 10, 1838. 


No. 3.. 


Statement showing the amount of drafts drawn on' the Treasurer 
against the twenty-five thousand dollars appropriation, to 


the 27th September, 1838. 
1838. 
Sept. 27, Amount of drafts account Ord- 

nance Department,  - $6,411 34 
u Amount of drafts aeons pro- 

visions, 1,170 16— $7,581 30 
“u Amount of drafts account Surgeon General's 

Department, ~ -~ « 3,512 80 
«u Amount of drafts account Indian bureau, 774 10 
u K a “ contingentexpenses, 281 50 
“ x ti ít JAppropriandn to Po 

the military,  - 854 75 
« Amount ot drafts account appropriation to `’ 

equip a corps of cavalry, - 579 00 
« Amount of drafts account Quarter Master ` 

Department, - 9,040 64 | 
“ Amount of drafts account H. M'Leod, 500 00 
u “  sundry drafts, 973 70 
da “ of cash i in ay: to cre appro: 

priation, +  - 902 21 


Dollars, 25,000 00 
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T'o drafts favor A. C. Horton, not paid, - $1,066 57 
To be “ “i c - 3,103 19 
To sundry small drafts, % - 234 75 


- $4,404 51 


NAN 

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 
Houston, October 6th, 1838. 
To the Hon. G. W. Hocxtey, Sec'y of War. 

Sir:—The accompanying report exhbits in every respect a 
correct statement of the Ordnance and Ordnance Stores in this 
place, Galveston, and Post West Bernard. 

Guns fit for service 11, unfit 14; Howitzers in good order 
2; Mortars,1; Cannon balls, various sizes, 992; Shells, 110; 
Grape-shot, 629 ; Muskets, complete, 988; Rifles, 7; Swords & 
sabres, 84; Muskets wanting repairs, 440; damaged and unfit 
for service, 129; Cartouch boxes, 204; Belts, 240; Bayonct scab- 
bards, 71; Bayonets, 609, damaged cartouch boxes, 30; Mus- 
ket cartridges, 16,770; 1 keg musket balls; Powder, good, 189 
kegs, damaged 127; wagons, harness, armorers, blacksmiths 
and. carpenters’ tools, as set forth in report. 

There are eighteen men employed in the armory, in this 
place, repairing arms. 

= Very respectfully, your obedient-servant, 
S. W. JORDAN, 
q Acting Captain Ordnance. 


Mantog 


[L] | 
List of Officers in the- War Department. 
f fi Office. Wh 


Names. ere emn?]’d. Comp. 
Geo. W. Hockley, Secretary of War, Houston, 3,500 
Charles Mason, Chief Clerk, be 1,500 
J. W. Eldridge, Assistant Clerk, é 1,200 
A. L. M'Coy, “ i é 1,200 
John Brown, í « e 1,200 
Wm. Kirby, Chief Clk. Qr. M. Gen. office, k 1,500 


Geo. Smith, “ Surgeon Gen, dept. * no par stated 


l 
\ 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


QUARTER MASTER GENERAL 
— 4 


Es 


OFFICE or Quarter Master GENERAL, 
Houston, 18th Supt. 1838. 
To the Hon, Secretary of War, 

Srr—In conformity with instructions received from the de- 
partment of this date, I have the honor to state, that since the 
appointment of the undersigned, the great difficulty arising from 
the connection of the two offices of Quarter Master General and 
Commissary General, which was so strongly alluded to in the 
report of my predecessor, has still continued. I would beg leave 
to state, that in consequence of the rules and regulations for the 
government of the army, and the other laws adopted from the 
code military of the United States, much confusion and great 
inaccuracy must inevitably result from the unnatural combina- 
tion of two offices so totally dissimilar in their duties. 

However, being fully aware of the well known and tried 
acquirements in the military department of the Hon. Secretary 
of War, it is unnecessary for me to embody any further reasons 
in this report, but merely to state the consequences of the con- 
nection ; all which is respectfully submitted to his judgment. 

As the returns of the Quarter Masters cannot be madé be- 
fore the end of the present quarter, ending Ist Oct. 1838, I can- 
not at present allude to even the probable result, farther than 
to state that this Bureau considers them efficient ofhcers ; and as 
they have received orders to collect all public properly, he has 
no doubt but that they will use every exertion to secure as much 
as will be in their power. Ê R 

It may not be irrevalent here to state, there is much public 
property in the hands of individuals of which there is «ot any 
account on file in this office, but which is known to belong to the 
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| goveroment. Against such, prompt measures for recovery will 
be taken, so far as is in the power of this Bureau. 

I would respectfully recommend the sale of a quantity of 
public property, such as horses and mules, old wagons, &c. ; 
which being almost worthless, cost to the government a sum, 
which in a few months, would enable them to purchase the 
, choisest and best species of property of that kind; in the present 
state they are utterly worthless. 

Should it meet the views of the department, this Bureau 
would further respectfully recommend: the purchase of gnod and 
able horses for the corps of cavalry now raising; and for that 
end would suggest that the practice of the United States be fol- 
lowed in purchasing horses for good and efficient service, from 
the states of Missouri and Arkansas; and that an officer should 
be despatcked for that purpose ; which is respectfully submitted 
to the disposition of the Hon. Secretary of War, as the Bureau 
feels all willingness to mount and perfect, so far as its power 
reaches, the full and complete armament of this branch of the 
service ; yet in the present discouraging state of the force, with 
the amount of funds, the chief of this Bureau would feel unau- 
thorised to proceed without the orders of the Hon. Sccretary of 

ar. 

I have the honor to state, that full and complete returns, 
together with reports, from the different Quarter Masters will be 
made as sooti as they are forwarded from their posts, for the 
quarter ending the Ist day of Oct. 1838. 

With great respect, I have the honor'to be 

Your obcdient servant, 
WM. G. COOK, 
Quarter Master Generul. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SURGEON GENERAL. 
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October 27, 1838. 
To the Hon. George W. Hockley, 
Secretary of War. 

Sm—The gentlemen at the present time forming the 
medical corps of the Texas army, are, Surgeon J. Wilsen Copes, 
M. D. stationed at post Galveston, Surgeon Ezra Recd, 
M. D., on furlough in the United States; Assistant Surgeon 
T. P. Anderson, M. D., stationed on west Bernard. 

Surgeon Red, for some time past on furlough, has been 
ordered to report, in person, at the seat of government. His 
arrival is daily expected. Walter Fosgate, M. D., late surgeon 
of the army has not made any report to this department, though 
several times reminded of his duty on this subject. His name 
has, accordingly, by order of his Excellency the President, been 
dropped from the roll. The gentlemen now in service are indi- 
vidually, in their character and conduct, unexceptionable ; and 
in their profession, highly competent. 

The number of medical officers is not adequate to the 

“exigencies of the army, and in view especially of the augmenta- 
tion of the forces, by the recruiting now in progress, the addi- 
tion of two to the medical corps will be found indispensably 
necessary. I would respectfully recommend the promotion of 
Assistant Surgeon Anderson, to a surgeoncy ; a promotion 
authorized by his long and attentive service, and his professional 
attainments, and the appointment of two Assistant Surgeons, 

It may not be improper here to mention, that, in addition 
to my duties as Surgeon General, Į haye acted as Apothecary 
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General, besides performing the full measure of service of an 
ordinary surgeon, examining new recruits and giving my daily 
attendance at the General Military Hospital. 

Since the first of January last, the Surgeons and the Assistant 
Surgeons, when in charge of a post, have been required to 
report monthly, instead of quarterly, as was formerly the custom. 
Their reports embrace full details concerning the number of 
men at cach station, the cases of sickness that have occurred, a 
classification of the diseases, and an enumeration of those which 
have proved fatal. On my return from the United States, in 
April last, thermometers were furnished to the different posts : 
since that time thermometrical tables, and meteorological jour- 
nals have been kept, and copies of them regularly transmitted 
to mc. These are now on file in my office ; and, together with 
the sick reports above mentioned, will form eventualjy a mass of 
records of very great value, concerning the climate and health- 
fulness of this country generally, and of its different sections. 

{ may here allude to the fact already known to you through 
another channel, that, since the date of my last report, April 28, 
of the present year, but a single death has occurred in the ranks 
of our small forces. . 

The only hospital kept up at this time is the General Mili- 
tary Hospital at the seat of government. It has proved of very 
opportune aid to the new recruits who have fallen sick here. 
The number of patients varies commonly from twelve to eigh- 
teen. The medical service of the hospital is performed by 
myself, and cleanliness and good order are maintained in the 
wards. 

Our stock of medicines and medical stores is ample, con- 
sisting of by far the larger portion of the purchases made last 
Spring. They are in a state of good preservation, in the Gene- 
ral Medical Magazine. 

The expenses of the medical department, for the past year, 
have bee n two thousand dollars, in addition to the pay of the 
medical officers actually in service, viz: the Surgeon General, 
one Surgeon, and one Assistant Surgeon. To these items, should 
be added, the charges of making the purchases above mentioned 
and the contingent expenses of the general hospital. Several 
accounts against the medical department have, in the mean 
time, been audited ; but they were mostly for expenses pre- 
viously incurred, or services previously rendered. It has been 
stated that the larger portion of these purchases is stillon hand. 
The accounts in detail are ready for inspection, whenever 
desired. Ido not anticipate the necessity of any additional 
appropriation for medicines, for the ensuing twelve months. 
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In the administrative details of the medical department, I 
have followed as a guide the regulations of the same department 
of the’ United States’ Army. Some of these regulations are 
inconvenient and ill adapted to our present condition. Two 
officers of the medical corps of the U. S. army are in our army 
supernumeraries ; and distinctions are there made, which our 
circumstances either do not require or admit. For these con- 
siderations I am actually preparing a set of regulations for 
the medical department of the Texas army, essentially based on 
those of.the United States, and not contravening them in any 
important particular, but which shall be better adapted to the 
circumstances and condition of our service. These regulations 
will shortly be submitted to the inspection and decision of 
yourself and of his Excellency the President. In pursuance of 
this subject, I have already completed a projected organization 
of the medical service of the national mihtia, which will at the 
same time be laid before his Excellency the President. 


All which is most respectfully submitted. 


ASHBEL SMITH, 


Surgeon General Texas Army. 
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Law DEPARTMENT, Crry oF oo 
To hie Excell he P ad Novepsber 2, 1838. 
o his Excellency the President of Texas) EIA i 
Sm—For the consideration of the President Giba 
honor to report the situation of the Law Department of the 
Government. While in charge of my predecessor, the follow- 
ing suits-were instituted, and are now in readiness for adjudica- 
tion, under the law authorizing the institution of suits against 
the government for premium lands. The President ads. Sterling 
Robertson, same ade. James F. Perry, Executor of S. F. 
Austin; same ads. same and Saml M. Williams; same ads. 
MMullen and M‘Glone. It is deemed advisable, however, that 
all suits of this order should be continued until the laws of 
Coahuila and Texas shall have been published; to which, as 
materially important, the Attorney General’s attention will be 
directed. Suit has also been-instituted upon custom bonds, by 
the Attorney General, against Jacob W. Cittin and others, for 
$887 84, against Wm. ‘P. Lewis and others, for $164 40; against 
Philip B. Johnson and others, for $180; against A. G. Hol- 
land and others, for $186 82; against Ellen O'Donovan, alias 
Ellen Brown and others, for $153 76; and against Elisha 
Floyd and others, for $865 7B 5 making in the aggregate, 
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twenty-four hundred and thirty-eight dollars and fifty-cight 


cents; all of which were continued at the last term of the 
court, but upon which judgments will be taken at the ensuing 
term. A suit has also been instituted and now pending in the 
District Court, upon the bond of F. W., Thornton and Levi 
Jones, for indemnity against a draft of the government, to 
Thornton, which was represented by him to have been lost or 
destroyed ; upen which representation it was, in accordance 
with an act of Congress, paid to him by the treasurer, Asa 
Brigham, but which has since been, in the hands of a third 
person, (duly negotiated) presented for payment. -I have also 
in my office a similar bond, given by John Huffman and John 
W. Moore, as indemnity against an original draft for four hun- 
dred and eight dollars, drawn by Henry Smith, Secretary of 
the Treasury, on D. White, agent, at Mobile, in favor of 
Richard Scurry, a duplicate of which was given by the Secr’y 
of the Treasury, to John Huffman, upon his affidavit that the 
original was, by regular endorsement passed to him by the 
holder, Richard Scurry, and by Huffman placed in the hands of 
Catlett, for collection ; that the original draft had neither been 
paid or returned, but was still for his benefit ; since which tim» 
and the payment of the duplicate by the treasurer, the original 
has been presented, as endorsed by Richard Scurry to William 
Bryan of New Orleans, and payment demanded. 

here are also in this department, two notes belonging to the 
government, and for a hundred and seventy-five dollars, made 
by B. F. Smith, and one for a hundred and ten dollars, made by 
U. A. Fairis and Eliza Fairis, which, if necessary, will be put in 
suit. 

From my predecessor I have receiyed a register, designed to 
-be continued in this office, in which all suits are entered in 
detail, a reference to which will at all times exhibit the business 
of this department with great accuracy. 


T have the honor to be % 


Your obedient servant, 
A. S. THRUSTON, 
Attorney General. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
—— fp 


City of Houston, Nov. 7, 1838. 


To the Hon. the Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
= House of Representatives. 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, ? 


GENTLEMEN: 


| Since my report to your honorable body 
of the 10th April last, many difficulties have arisen tending to 
retard the operations of the several Land Offices, some of which 
had been experienced previous to that time, and of which said 
report contained some explanations. But many morehave been 
developed since that period, and upon all which some further 
action of Congress séems necessary, not only to enable the sey- 
eral officers under the present law to perform their duties, but 
more particularly to protect the interest of the country and the 
rights of individuals. 

The suspension of the issuing of patents up to the present | 
time, has undoubtedly been of great utility in detecting fraudu- 
lent certificates: yet it hasnot prevented surveyors from run- 
ning off land already deeded, for persons claiming under the 
present law, nor the interfering of work done by the deputies 
of one county with that of another where their limits were un- 
defined by law. 
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In fact such is the situation of the land interest of the Re- 
public, in consequence of the many channels through which 
titles have from time to time emanated, that the passage of a law 
to direct the operations of all the land officers 1s almost Impossi- 
ble; and m order to inform your honorable body, the more ful- 
ly and plainly upon this point, | have herewith given a detailed 
account of the situation of the original archives of the different 
sections, and a statement of the lands included in each; all 
which Ihave arranged under thirteen different heads, (see doc- 
ument A) and explained by a map, compiled in part from the 
records of this office by Mr. R. S. Hunt.—(See document B.) 

The number of certificates issued by the several boards of 
Land Commissioners, and recorded up to the 1st instant, 1s 10,- 
890, amounting to 26,242,199 acres; of which amount, 1,837,- 
146 aeres belong to the second class.. Of the abovenumber, 26 
have been obtained by 13 persons, having 2 each, among which 
a few have been issued to administrators, who in different coun- 
ties obtained certificates of head rights upon the same estate ; as 
have obtained certificates who had previously received titles to 
their quantum of land, or a part, makmg 25 fraudulent claims, 
known to be so, or at least so considered, from the records of this 
office, and detected more by accident than otherwise. It appears 
evident to me, from the number of certificates issued within the 
last two months to administrators, and the disproportion in the 
number of estates to the administrators, a great quantity of the 
land has been unlawfully obtained, and which instead of benefit- 
ing the heirs, will certainly result as a speculation to the mdivid- 
uals acting in that capacity. 

The number of surveys of the first class, received and re- 
corded up to the present time, is 730, a very small number in 
proportion to the amount of certificates issued, and the quant.ty 
of surveying done. ‘The reason of so few surveys being retuin- 
ed to this office, I am unable clearly to account for, except that 
of the duil prospect of getting patents thereon, and the individu- 
als preferring to make the best use of the money which would 
be required to pay the government fees. In some of tlie weste 
counties, particularly those of San Patricio and Bexar, the opeta- 
tions of surveyors hav¥e'been greatly checked by the frequent 
appearance of Mexicans and Indians. In the county of Refugio 

there has been no qualified receiver—add to this the difficulty 
of ascertaining the bomidanies of the old surveys, or land called 
for in the respective titles. _ 

Another reason why so few returns have been pres 15, 


that many have been made by the surveyors ofone county; where 
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the same land had been ‘previously applied for by aticther itdi- 
vidual in another county ; each county surveyor claiming more 
territory than belonged ta his county, and instructing his de- 
puties accordingly. Some deputies have run over surveys made 
by another of an adjacent county, even though he was know- 
ing to the fact of its having been legally made. This interfer- 
ence was to be expected where the lines of the county had not 
been defined by law, as from the very nature of the law an indi- 
‘vidual could procure a survey of any land which he might 
point out, and there being noexpress provision in the law for 
running the county hnes, even where they had been established 
by special act, in order to restrict each deputy to a certain dis- 
trict. 

I am aware that much complaint has been made because 
orders were not given from this office to determine these points; 
but it will be recollected that “orders” or “instructions,” unsup- 
ported by law, aie wholly madequate to effect an object in ac- 
complishing which much labor and expense would follow, with- 
out immediate prospect of remilineration by the government, 
Add to this the vague manner in which some of the acts defining 
the boundaries are expressed: for instance, Fort Bend county 
runs thiee leagues with the Harrisburg and Brazoria county 
line, which at best ıs but imaginary ;—-thence to the head of 

- Brey’s bayou, “where stands a low elm.” Montgomery calls for 
the line to run west and south with the boundary line of Lib- 
erty, “till it strikes the northern boundary line of the county 
of Harrisburgh” which runs with the Washington line, and 
which was never established; and so of many others. 

i From the counties of San Patricio, Refugio, and Bexar, there 
have been no surveys received. A considerable amount of sur- 
veying has been done, and, as must necessarily be the case from 
the situation of the archives. many have been made on lands 
already deeded. — (See items Nos. 5 and 6, document A.) 

Thé lands adjacent to several missions or churches, on the 
San Antonio river, was probably reserved by the government of 
Mexico, and therefore not considered public domain, as well as 
the several sites for the erection of towns. Surveys, however, 
have been made for individuals to include such reserves ;— 
the field notes have been examined and approved by the county 
suryeyors. 

“Within the limits of Austin’s colony many surveys have 
been made, and the field notes returned previous to the closing 
of the land office, which, had the individuals been required to 
prove accoiding to the 19th section of the law, would necessari- 
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ly have employed one clerk in copying. Where titles were is- 
sued by Robert Peebles, upon such surveys since the closing of 
the land office, the persons interested, believing the titles null 
and void, ın some instances have made other selections, and the 
land so deeded, has been applied for under the present law, by 
other individuals, before 11 was known to have been relinquish- 
ed. by the first grantee, 

From Fannin county, no surveys have been received, and 
but eight from Red River, the reason for which Iam not apprised 
of, but should think it was ın part to be attributed to the situa- 
tion of the lands, being already more than one title to the same 
land.—(See items 10, 11 and 13, document A.) : i 

Of the surveys returned to this office from Shelby county, 
there are some which 1 have reason tobelieve are upon lands not 
within the Republic. 

The irregulanty of the mails, and the uncertainty of the 
conveyance of packages from the western counties, as well as 
trom the northern, have necessanly caused some delays in the 
field notes, and tee inconvenience tothe surveyors, and all 
officers connected with this office. 

Owing to the loose manner in which surveys have for- 
merly been made, and the want of the field notes of the title 
lands, little advantage is likely to result from the provisions of 
the 40th section of the land law. Of the 29 counties, but 3 
county surveyors have made any shewing of the situation of 
the deeded lands upon connected maps, as contem plated. In 
fact there are some counties of which no maps from actual sur- 
vey can be made. The field notes of many of the surveys in 
the counties ot Liberty, Jasper, Jefferson, and Nacogdoches, are 
not to be found; not even so far as the titles for head rights, 
or of record ; to say nothing of the large claims for which titles 
were made by the Alcaldes. [would therefore recommend the 
creating of another office for the special purpose of making these 
maps, and arranging of the old surveys in such a manner as to 
enable the head of this office to know, before issuing a patent, 
whether the land claimed under the present law had not been 
previously disposed of by the government. For with the num- 
ber of clerks at present allowed in this office, and their limited 
salaries, it is wholly impossible to make such maps, and ar- 
range the surveys of the deeded Jands. Until some such meas- 
ure is taken, and the boundaries of the different counties estate 
lished, endless litigation must be the consequence. 

The number of surveys received, belonging to the second 
class, surveyed since Ist August, a part of which is for bounty 
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lands, 1s 63; which 1s comparatively small, but as the land law 
does not provide for the location of bounty lands or land serip, 
much difference of opinion prevails with respect to the shape of 
surveys for that class of claims. By the land law, all surveys 
on navigable streams shall front one-half the square. By the 
ordinance Feranting bounties of land to volunteers, no single 
grant shall be located in more than one body, or any grant of 
twelve hundred andeighty acres in any other form than two- 
equal squares. 

No surveys of land scrip have been returned as yet, and as 
the act providing for the location of it, does not provide for the 
shape of the locations, I amnot aware of there being authority for 
me to give instructions to the surveyors on this point. 

In conclusion, I have only to say that during the present 
session of your honorable body, it is greatly to be hoped, that 
by a careful examination ofthe present land system, as well as 
the situation of the different sections of the country, and the va- 
rious land laws, such acts will be passed as will point out to 
each officer some particular path of duty, instead of toiling in 
one continued labyrinth which, by persevering in the present 
course, so far from getting through with, they are becoming 
more and more entangled in. 

Herewith accompanying is a report from the translator 
of this office.—(Seedocument C.) Also an exhibit of the appoint- 
ments made under the 35th section of the land law.—(See docu- 
ment D.) ° 


All which is most respectfully submitted by 


Your obedient humble servant, 


JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Commissioner General Land Office. 


